REFORM AND REPEAL                               57
London Merchants have nothing to say on this aspect of
free trade.
The freedom to trade in slaves was the greatest crime of
English political history, beside which the wrongs done to
Irish peasants were drops in a bucket. The second greatest
crime, perhaps, was the press gang, which, again, did not
affect the Irish, who, incidentally, paid no income tax till
1853, when Gladstone, their would-be liberator of a later
decade, harnessed them to it.
Of the slave trade, and the movement for abolition,
Winwood Reade writes trenchantly: "In the eighteenth
century a trifling trade was done in ivory and gold, but these
were only accessories; the Guinea Trade signified the trade in
slaves. At first the Europeans kidnapped the negroes. . . .
But it was cheaper to buy men than to steal them."1 He
goes on to a vivid picture of the horrors of "the Middle
Passage," when the black ivory was packed like herrings,
crate upon crate, kept alive by forcible-feeding and dumped
overboard when it ceased to breathe.
Cambridge has a high place in the abolition movement.
For though Granville Sharp (1735-1813) was not a Cam-
bridge man, he came of Cambridge stock. His father was a
fellow of Trinity, his grandfather a Christ's man and Arch-
bishop of York (the Archbishop published sermons and left
in manuscript a treatise on coinage: so that he was half way
to being an economist). Granville Sharp engaged in various
actions of law which resulted (1775) in the formulation of the
principle "that as soon as any slave sets foot upon English
territory he becomes free/' This principle was built up on
the famous decision in the negro Somersett's case (1771-7-20
State Trials, i), "Therefore the black must be discharged.1'
Thus England said good-bye to Johnson's England. The
lexicographer died in 1784. In 1787 Sierra Leone was
selected as the site for a colony of emancipated negro slaves,
and the Sierra Leone Company was formed to administer the
colony. But I cannot remember that Johnson everltdvised
his negro servant, Francis, to return to the ancestral
Continent.
1W, W, Reade, The Martyrdom of Man, p. 277.